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Gary K. Evans

Gary (“Whitey”) was an outstanding athlete who graduated from Unity 
in 1972, where he received the Curt Sellers Memorial Award, Athletic 
Award, and Student Council Award.  He participated in football, basket-
ball, and baseball all 4 years of his high school career.  Gary ran track 
as a freshman and senior (IHSA rules prohibited athletes from partici-
pating in simultaneous sports his sophomore and junior years).  He 
attended Northeast Missouri State University from 1972-1976, where 
he was a member of the football and track teams.  His awards in high 
school and college were numerous.

During college, he was a recipient of many athletic and scholastic awards.  Gary is a member of the  
NMSU Athletic Hall of Fame (1990) and the NMSU All Century Football Team 1900-1999.   He gradu-
ated in 1976 with a BSE in Physical Education and Drivers’ Education.  In 1979, he received a MS in 
physical education from NMSU as well.

Gary was invited to a tryout as a cornerback for the Chicago 
Bears in 1976 and as a safety for the Kansas City Chiefs in 1977.  
He served as an assistant football coach at Northeast Missouri 
State University (1976-79), University of Nebraska at Omaha 
(1980-86), and Northern Illinois University (1987-93).  Gary con-
tinued to work for Northern Illinois University through 1999.  He 
is currently director of business development for Castle Bank.  
Gary and his wife Julie reside in Sycamore. Gary and Julie have 
3 grown children: Josh, Justin, and Lauren, along with 3 grand-
children.

HS Football – So. – Letterman; Jr. – Letterman, All Conference; 
Sr. – Letterman, All Conference, Tri-Captain, Chicago Daily News 
All-State Special Mention, MVP

HS Basketball – So. – Letterman; Jr. – Letterman, Honorable 
Mention All Conference; Sr. – Letterman, MVIT All-Tournament 
Team, Best Defensive Player, Chicago Daily News All-State  
Special Mention

HS Baseball – Jr. – Letterman; Sr. – Letterman

HS Track – Fr. – Letterman, Outstanding Freshman; Sr. – Letterman, Outstanding Track Member;

School Record – 440 yd dash – 51.3, 200 yd dash – 23.2; State Qualifier – 440 yd dash

College Football – 4-year Letterman, 3-year starter; Sr. – All Conference, AP Little All-American 
Second Team, School Record – 5 interceptions in a game, 2nd in NCAA Division II Interception Lead-
ers; School Record – 11 interceptions in a career

College Track – 4-year Letterman; Fr. – All-American – 2nd Place NCAA Division II Mile Relay; So. 
– All-American – 5th Place NCAA Division II Mile Relay; Sr. - School Record Two Mile Relay 7:32.4, 
All-American – 5th Place NCAA Division II Mile Relay, Rollins H. Brownlee Trophy – Outstanding 
Trackman

Gary Brickman

“Brick” served Unity as its athletic director for 21 years from 1981 
to 2002.  A 1964 graduate of Unity, Gary was a 4-year letterman 
in football and a 3-year letterman in baseball and  basketball.  He 
attended Quincy College and graduated in 1968.  His first teach-
ing position was at Loraine Grade School, where he coached flag 
football, basketball, and track.  During this time he was also Unity’s 
assistant baseball coach and the coach of the 8th grade football 
team.  In 1970, Gary left Unity to teach in the Central School  
District.

In 1980, Gary returned to Unit 4 and taught at Greenfield and be-
gan his stint as an assistant boys’ basketball coach, which lasted 
15 years.  In 1981, he became athletic director and head football 
coach and taught physical education, history, and driver’s educa-
tion.  He spent countless hours making sure that facilities, teams, 

and personnel were always prepared for their competition.  Gary 
served as head football coach for 19 years, making the playoffs 6 
times and was named the Herald-Whig Coach of the Year in 1989.  
He also coached softball for 2 years, girls’ basketball for 6 years, and 
boys’ track (Sue’s assistant) for several years.  Gary also served as 
the secretary of the West Central Conference for 16 years.

Brick will never be forgotten by his former students.  Some of his fa-
vorite remarks to students were “Way to go, buckethead,” “Sorry is a 
board game,” and “The fair is in August.”  His badminton skills frus-
trated everyone who dared to play him in PE.  Gary is enjoying retired 
life with his wife, Rosemary.  He has developed an extensive collec-
tion of Unity team photos and memorabilia.  Gary has a few part-time 
jobs and helps Rosemary in keeping the farm in good shape.  

It’s a great day to be a Mustang!



The 1989-90 Unity Boys’ Basketball team had expectations of another good season following the 
1988-89 season’s 21 – 6 mark, which was at that time the second best record in Unity basketball 
history.  No one could have predicted, however, the phenomenal success that this season’s team 
would have.  A 30 and 1 overall record, a West Central Conference Championship, Tournament 
championships at the Suns Classic and Highland Invitational, a Payson Regional Championship, a 
Bushnell Sectional Championship, and the school’s second appearance ever in the Sweet Sixteen 
were the major accomplishments of this team.  The Mustangs set records for wins in a season, 
consecutive wins in a season, and fewest losses in a season.  The Mustangs also received state 
ranking for the first time ever as they climbed into the top sixteen in the state in mid-January and 
rose to as high as sixth in late February.  

1989 – 90 Boys’ Basketball Team

Choosing highlights from an undefeated 
regular season was a difficult task; never-
theless, there are a few that stand out.  After 
being tied at halftime in the championship 
game of the Suns Classic in November, the 
Mustangs ran off 21 straight third quarter 
points to defeat the host Suns for the sec-
ond consecutive year.  Unity’s two-point win 
at the Eagles Nest against undefeated Lib-
erty was the December highlight.  In Janu-
ary, at the Highland Tourney, the Mustangs 
won a semifinal game on a last second 
three point shot and then captured their first 
Highland Championship with a second half 
run against Scotland County.   Consecutive 
one point victories at home against WCC 
foes Warsaw and Carthage before standing 
room crowds kept Mustang fans excited in 
mid-January.  A big road victory at Pleas-
ant Hill in February was achieved when the 
Mustangs, who trailed by four entering the 
fourth quarter, outscored the host team 19 
to 3 in a pressure-packed situation.  A 59-
54 regional championship victory over Lib-
erty, before over 2000 Unity fans, earned 
the Mustangs area respect.  Come from be-
hind wins over Astoria and Dallas City in the 
Sectional put Unity in the Super-Sectional 
for only the second time in school history.  
A quick, strong Pittsfield team ended the 
Mustangs’ season one game short of a trip 
to Champaign.

1st Row:  Louis Klement, Craig Burwinkel, Trevor Hull, Gary Ellerman, Head Coach Van Wilson, 
Richard Klusmeyer, Rob Kuhn, Chris Peter, Sam Knox
2nd Row:  Asst. Coach Gary Brickman, Craig Cramm, Chad Maynard, Ross Schulte, Don Rob-
bins, Frank Mayfield, Rick Voss, Asst. Coach Dean Woodruff

The Mustang team united the school and 
community, creating an excitement and a 
sense of pride that was long remembered.  
This group of young men was a team in every 
sense of the word.  Unselfish play became 
a staple as the Mustangs played a disci-
plined, patient game and very seldom be-
came rattled.  The ability to come back from 
deficits and never give up was the key to 
numerous narrow victories.  The team used 
its size to the utmost advantage, played ag-
gressive defense, and displayed an ability 
to take charge and make big plays with the 
game on the line.  It was an unforgettable 
season for the Mustang players, coaches, 
and their many fine fans.


